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Laird Analysis of Ballot Measures

by Shirley Odou, Editor

“The best bad deal you'll ever get,” John
Laird, recently termed-out Assemblyman
and Chair of the Budget Committee said,
quoting former speaker pro-tem of the
Assembly, Fred Keeley, about the May
19th special election ballot measures, as
he addressed a full house of activist
Democrats at a forum held in Santa Clara
Public Library on April 27th.

The event was sponsored by the Dean
Democratic Club of Silicon Valley, the
Santa Clara County Democratic Club, and
the Obama Democratic Club of Silicon
Valley. In addition, there were seven co-
sponsoring  clubs:  the Peninsula
Democratic Coalition, Silicon Valley
Young Democrats, the Evergreen
Democratic Club, Silicon Valley Latino
Democratic Forum, D.A.W.N (Democratic
Activists for Women Now), the Mission
City Democratic Club, and Silicon Valley
for Obama group.

Carolyn Curtis from the Dean Democratic
Club chaired the meeting; Vice-President
Aldyth Parle introduced Assemblyman
Laird, citing his extensive record in poli-
tics in Santa Cruz as councilman and
mayor and his outstanding resume in
Sacramento where 82 bills he was respon-
sible for were signed into law. He current-
ly serves on the Waste Management
Board.

Calling himself “uniquely situated” as
chair of the Budget Commiittee to put into
context the link between the budget deal
reached by the Legislature and the ballot
measures now before voters, Laird
detailed the allocation of state revenues,
pointing out that lawmakers are limited by
constitutional mandates on how taxpayer
money is spent. 50% of the total budget is

for education K-
12, 10% goes to
colleges and uni-
versities, and
10% 1is set aside
for prisons. The
remainder is
divided between
social and health
services, the state
park system, and
state administra-
tive costs. Transportation is funded
through gas taxes, leaving the sales tax
and personal income taxes as the primary
sources for the General Fund. Passed in
1978, Proposition 13, which lowered
property taxes, reducing the state's share
by two thirds, was, Laird argued , the most
stable funding source for the General Fund
although he considers himself an “agnos-
tic” on 13.

Hon. John Laird

Adding to the spending limitations legisla-
tors have to deal with are Proposition 98,
locking into place money for education,
and the three strikes law, which increased
the need for billions of dollars of state
monies to carry out its draconian provi-
sions that caused the prison population to
grow faster than in any other state.
Propositions 63 for mental health services
and 10 for children's health and education
programs, unlike 42, the transportation
initiative, provided funding sources.
Proposition 63 relies on a 1% surcharge on
personal income tax for anyone making
more than a million dollars and 10's funds
come from a 50 cent per pack charge on
tobacco.

Another assault on the state budget was
Schwarzenegger's repeal of the vehicle
license fee, a (continued on page 5)

Reid on Senior
Advocacy Group

Jodi Reid, Executive Director for
California  Alliance for Retired
Americans, will be the guest speaker at
SCCDC’s May 18th meeting. She will
be discussing CARA, the statewide
nonprofit organization, which is the
largest progressive senior advocacy
group in California. Representing over
800,000 members through its 170 affili-
ated organizations, such as senior cen-
ters, trade union retireces and tenant
associations, it is an extension of the
national group Alliance for Retired
Americans which has 3.5 million mem-
bers dedicated to improving the quality
of life for seniors. CARA is involved in
moving legislation important to seniors
in California and in informing and edu-
cating the public and elected officials
about issues that affect the well-being of
older adults. Carol Garvey, former pres-
ident of DAWN, says about CARA that
it is the most effective orgnization
working on a shoe-string budget with
which she has ever been associated.

Jodi Reid has served as a community
organizer for the last 30 years focusing
on senior, health care and neighborhood
issues. She works out of the Northern
California branch of CARA located in
Oakland.

The meeting will be held in the banquet
room of Carrows Restaurant, 3180 El
Camino in Santa Clara (located at the
corner of Calabazas and El Camino). It
begins at 7 PM. If you wish to join us
for dinner, please try to arrive no later
than 6 PM.

For more information, call Aldyth Parle
at 408-296-5204.

“Taxes are what we pay for civilized society.” ~ Oliver Wendell Holmes
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President’s Message

by Aldyth Parle, Vice-President

For Savings Tomorrow, Invest in Public
Health Nursing Now!

(Vice-President Aldyth Parle, a former public
health administrator who continues to work in
retirement on public health issues, including fund-
ing and legislation, submitted the following article
directing attention to the critical role of the public
health nurse in today's society and why preserving
this valuable program is so important. President
Jay James and his wife Patti are still touring the US
in their motor home. Shirley Odou, Editor)

It takes an international incident, such as the recent
swine flu, to bring to the public's attention the work
which goes on behind the scenes every day by
Public Health Nurses (PHNs). Licensed as regis-
tered nurses with advanced education in Public
Health, this nursing specialty brings assessment,
case management and investigative skills to the
community. In addition to their mandated roles in
communicable disease control and disaster, they
make home visits to the “highest risk” populations,
helping to stabilize health problems through many
interventions, including linking families to
resources and teaching them self-care.

Public Health Nurses save taxpayers money. They
work with individuals of all ages, assuring appro-
priate links to health and community resources.
Nationally recognized studies of pregnant and par-
enting families receiving PHN services through the
Nurse Family Partnership have demonstrated cost
savings for up to 15 years after the PHN interven-
tions. In areas of chronic diseases such as asthma
and diabetes, they have shown reductions in emer-
gency room visits, improvements in school atten-
dance, fewer hospitalizations, and better clinical
outcomes in the disease process.

Public Health Nurses investigate and control com-
municable diseases, including Tuberculosis,
Salmonella, and other infections. Many frail elder-
ly clients have been able to remain in their homes
and out of costly skilled nursing facilities when a
PHN is working with their families and community
resources to help assure their safety and ongoing
care. Sometimes called “the backbone Of Public
Health,” the PHNs can quickly shift priorities to
assure that the public is protected from costly and
life threatening diseases and disasters.

At a time when resources are limited, it is prudent
for society to invest in Public Health Nursing.
Future cost savings shows that “an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure.”

Single-Payer Roundup: Victories in California,

Arrests in D.C.

by Carol Dalrymple, SCCDC and Health
Care for All - California

Senate Bill 810, the California Universal
Healthcare Act of 2009, passed the Senate Health
Committee on April 22nd on a straight party line
vote of seven to four. It has moved to the Senate
Appropriations suspense file and is slated to be on
the Senate floor by early June.

Also in April, a resolution was passed at the State
Democratic Party Convention stating that the party
“supports the establishment of a universal, single
payer, national health care system in the United
States.”

Meanwhile, in Washington D.C., the picture has not
been so rosy. On May 5th the Senate Finance
Committee, chaired by Senators Max Baucus (D-
MT) and Charles Grassley (R-IA), held the second
of three roundtable hearings on healthcare reform.
Once again, no single payer advocates were invited.

Advocates were very much present in the audience,

however, and eight individuals, including several
doctors, stood up and spoke out and were led out of
the chamber one after another to be handcuffed and
arrested in the hallway, charged with disorderly
conduct and disruption of Congress.

Calling the hearings “political theater at its best,”
the advocates demanded to know why the private
health insurance industry had several seats at the
table while single payer advocates, representing a
sizable portion of the general population, had none.

The protesters were representatives of Physicians
for a National Health Program, Single Payer
Action, Healthcare Now, and several other single
payer organizations. Advocates have vowed to con-
tinue direct action and non-violent civil disobedi-
ence as needed and appropriate. The third and final
Senate Finance Committee hearing is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 12th.

Finally, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) has intro-
duced a single payer bill in the United States
Senate. S. 703, the American Health Security Act of
2009, would establish single (continued on page 6)

“The health of nations is more important than the wealth of nations.” ~ Will Durant |
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The Speech Not Given

by Herb Engstrom

During the last weekend of April I attend-
ed the annual convention of the California
Democratic Party. In much of the conven-
tion we heard various state and federal
office holders deliver speeches, some of
which were informative and even, occa-
sionally, inspiring. Others tended toward
platitudes. But I was disappointed that
none of our leaders there -- not John
Garamendi nor Jerry Brown nor Gavin
Newsom nor Bill Lockyer nor Nancy
Pelosi, no one -- touched on the most crit-
ical subject of all.

Here then is an example of a speech that
was not given:

Good morning Democrats! [“Good morn-
ing!” responds the audience.] Isn't it great
to be a Democrat! [“Yes!!” roar back the
delegates] We have at last a Democratic
president, for the first time in our history
an African-American, Barack Obama!
[Loud applause and a standing ovation
from the audience.] And for the first time
in history we have a woman Speaker of
the House, Nancy Pelosi! [More foot-
stomping applause!]

And we're gonna pass universal health
care! [More applause.] And we're gonna
end the war in Iraq and bring our troops
home! [“Hooray! shouts the audience.]
And we're gonna get America off its
addiction to foreign oil by creating clean,
renewable energy sources! [Still more
applause.] And we're gonna produce
American made fuel efficient cars! And
we're gonna end these outrageous, waste-
ful agricultural subsidies that mostly fund
wealthy agribusiness interests! [“Yes!
Yes!”’] And we're gonna treat our teachers
as the professionals that they are, pay
them what they're worth, and make our
schools the best in the world! “Woo!
Hoo!”]

Sh-h-h-h-h-h! I want you now to sit down
and end all your personal conversations. I
want pin-dropping silence because what |
am about to say is the most important
thing you'll hear this weekend. Okay. It
ain't gonna happen. It ain't gonna happen
because too many Democrats in
Washington won't support President

Obama's programs and policies.

“What?” you are saying. “All these prom-
ises will be unfulfilled? All the expecta-
tions disappointed? You can't be serious!”
I am serious. The question you should be
asking yourselves is this: “How was it
that George W. Bush was so successful in
achieving his legislative goals?”” After all,
Bush squeaked into the White House in
the year 2000 with fewer votes than Al
Gore had. He had only a small majority in
the House and the Senate was split 50-50.
Yet, he was able to pass environmental
legislation that was literally written by the
coal and oil companies. He passed legis-
lation dismantling the Medicare drug cov-
erage giving a huge boon to the pharma-
ceutical industry. He passed the “no child
left behind” education reform as well as
the Help America Vote “Republican” Act.
And perhaps worst of all, he was able to
obtain huge funds for an unnecessary war
in Iraq for 8 years.

By contrast Obama was elected with a 7%
margin in the popular vote, a 79 seat mar-
gin in the House, and a 17-seat margin in
the Senate, so why can't we achieve an
even greater level of success with our pro-
grams? Bush was successful because the
ideology of the Republican Party and the
agenda of the Bush administration were in
close consonance with the aims of
American Big Business. The goals of
Democrats, particularly us Democratic
activists, are at odds with those of Big
Business, yet many Democratic legisla-
tors have to rely on the support or at least
acquiescence of Big Business.

One of the great liberal Democratic legis-
lators is Senator Carl Levin of Michigan,
who in most years has a 100% perfect
voting record from the very liberal
Americans for Democratic Action. But in
2007 the Senate was considering raising
Corporate Average Fuel Economy
(CAFE) standards for cars to 52 miles per
gallon; Levin proposed an alternate, much
lower, 36 mpg standard. He is sometimes
referred to as the senator from Big Auto.

Sen. Kent Conrad of North Dakota chairs
the  Senate  Budget Committee.
Representing, as he does, a major agricul-

tural state, he is a reliable supporter of
agribusiness interests. On March 24th of
this year he announced that he would
oppose the Obama plan to reduce crop
subsidies of billions of dollars, subsidies
that benefit mostly large, wealthy farms.
He plans instead to save money by cutting
conservation programs.

Banks are beneficiaries of another “no
way to lose” program, one that concerns
student loans. If a student defaults on
such a loan, the federal government guar-
antees repayment of the loan. In 1993 Bill
Clinton inaugurated a program by which
the government makes direct loans to stu-
dents thereby offering lower interest rates
thus competing with commercial lenders.
Obama has proposed ending the student
guaranteed loans, which would result in
an estimated saving to the taxpayer of
about $4 billion a year. Democratic
Senator Ben Nelson of Nebraska, reputed
to be a fiscal conservative, has opposed
this Obama proposal. It seems that a
major provider of student loans is Nelnet,
Inc., which is based in Lincoln, Nebraska,
and which has contributed over $49,000
to Nelson's campaigns in the past six
years.

These are not bad men; they are good
men. They vote as wanted by the liberal,
progressive Democratic activists in this
convention almost every time. The excep-
tions are when a vote threatens their
major campaign donors. The problem is
that they are trapped in a very corrupt sys-
tem, a system that requires them on occa-
sion to compromise their principles in the
interests of raising enough money to
ensure their re-election. Most of them
know this. Most of them hate it. But they
are trapped.

This corrupt system is what will almost
certainly result in the defeat of many
major objectives of the Obama program.

“But,” you ask, “hasn't Obama already
had astounding success in his first 100
days? Didn't he pass the $800 billion bank
bailout legislation and a $3.4 trillion
budget?” He sure did, and that illustrates
my point. The bailout was for banks—Big
Business contributors to many legislative
campaigns. And federal spending of $3.4
trillion in a year (continued on page 6)

| “If you make yourself a sheep, the wolves will eat you.” ~ Benjamin Franklin |
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State Convention Resolutions

Fifteen resolutions and recommendations
on the May 19 ballot propositions were
adopted at the California Democratic
Convention during the general session on
April 26, 2009. Their titles are:

* A Call for Hearings & Reaffirmation of
the Party’s Support of a Moratorium on
the Death Penalty

e Calling for the Investigation of Judge
Jay Bybee and Others for Their Role in
Allowing Torture as Part of “Enhanced
Interrogation”

» CDP Recommendations on the May 19,
2009 Special Election Propositions

e Credit Card Regulation and Interest
Rate Capping

« Designating May 22 as “Harvey Milk
Day”

* Expressing Thanks to President Obama
for His Review of Bush Policies

» Health Care Reform

» Honoring Senator Art Torres (Ret.) for
13 Years as CDP Chair

e In Support of a Majority Vote State
Budget

« Military and Veterans Outreach
* Oil Severance

e Oppose A Top-Two Blanket Primary
Proposal

* Oppose Governor Schwarzenegger's
Cuts To Children, Seniors and the
Disabled in the 2009-2010 California
State Budget

« Protect Workers' Rights to Organize

e Senior Cost of Living Adjustment
(COLA)

e Support Same-Sex Couples in Their
Right to Marry by Repealing
Proposition 8

Two of the most significant resolutions
were for a moratorium on the death penal-
ty and for health care reform. Those reso-
lutions are printed below.

To read the text of all the resolutions and
proposition recommendations, visit
www.cadem.org.

A Call for Hearings & Reaffirmation of
the Party’s Support of a Moratorium

on the Death Penalty

WHEREAS, the California Commission
on the Fair Administration of Justice was
established in 2004 and has undertaken a
thorough review and analysis of the death
penalty in California; and

WHEREAS, the Commission determined
that California's death penalty system,
instituted by a 72% yes vote of the
California electorate in 1978, is plagued
with excessive delays in the appointment
of qualified counsel and review of habeas
petitions and a high rate of granting of
new penalty hearings. The Commission
found that failures in the administration of
California’s death penalty law create cyn-
icism and disrespect for the rule of law,
increase the duration and costs for confin-
ing death row inmates, weaken any possi-
ble deterrent benefits of capital punish-
ment, increase the emotional trauma
experienced by murder victims, and delay
the resolution of meritorious capital
appeals; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recom-
mended the California legislature address
the unavailability of qualified attorneys
by increasing funding for the Office of the
State Public Defender, the California
Habeas Corpus Resource Center and
Office of the Attorney General; adequate-
ly compensate private counsel assigned to
these cases and fully reimburse counties
for defense services; further, the
Commission did not recommend reten-
tion or abolition of the death penalty but
did offer two alternatives available to
California to reduce the costs imposed by
California's death penalty laws; reducing
the number of death penalty cases by nar-
rowing the list of special circumstances
that make one eligible for the death penal-
ty and second, replacing the death penalty
with a maximum penalty of lifetime
incarceration without the possibility of
parole;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
the California Democratic Party supports
the recommendations of the Commission
as noted above and also urges that hear-
ings be conducted to address the two

alternatives the Commission put forth to
reduce the costs of California's death
penalty system; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
California Democratic Party reaffirms its
support for a moratorium on the death
penalty in California.

Health Care Reform

WHEREAS, access to quality health care
is essential for the good health and pro-
ductivity of every American citizen and
qualifies as a human right, not a privilege;
and

WHEREAS, the steadily increasing cost
of accessing health care is causing finan-
cial individual hardships, bankruptcy, and
mortgage foreclosures, causing business
to be uncompetitive in the world market
and making it difficult to decrease the
national deficit; and while the U.S. spends
more than any other industrialized coun-
try for health care, the U.S. has demon-
strably inferior outcomes, even for the
insured; and

WHEREAS, the current commercial mar-
ket model mediated by private health
insurance corporations must function to
create profits for the companies, their
administrators and shareholders, creating
an unavoidable  conflict-of-interest
between promoting quality health care
and maximizing their profits and current-
ly diverts up to 25% of the insurance pre-
mium dollar from medical services and
leaves 46 million people uninsured;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
the California Democratic Party supports
the establishment of a universal, single-
payer, national health care system in the
United States; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such
a system be publicly financed and private-
ly delivered with automatic enrollment of
all residents (regardless of age, status of
employment, pre-existing condition, or
income level) allowing people to choose
from any licensed health care provider,
providing all appropriate medical services
including preventive education, dental
care, mental health care, long-term in-
home care, and affordable prescription
medications.

“The man who never talked is now the man who won’t shut up.” (from a column about Dick Cheney) ~ Maureen Dowd |




